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ABOUT THE BIOENERGY ROADMAP & 
BIOENERGY CONNECT PROGRAM 
The South Australian Government undertook a study   
in 2015 to explore South Australia’s bioenergy potential. 
This process identified hotspot areas around the state 
and showed that South Australia has significant 
potential in the are of bioenergy. The Limestone Coast 
was identified as one of the hotspots. 

Since the study Regional Development Australia 
Limestone Coast has been administering the Bioenergy 
Connect Program for the South Australian Government 
to support businesses across South Australia explore 
whether bioenergy is a solution for their business. 

REGIONAL BIOENERGY POTENTIAL
Bioenergy is energy or power produced from organic 
matter derived from plants, animals and organic by-
products and waste streams. Referred to as ‘biomass 
feedstocks’, this organic matter can be used to produce 
electricity, heat, fuel and other biobased products.

Biomass resources have the potential to play a major role 
in diversifying energy sources and supplying additional 
energy during peak demand. Other important benefits 
include diverting waste from landfill and producing 
valuable by-products, such as biochar.

The bioenergy industry is in its early stages, but 
technologies to convert biomass into electricity are 
commercially available in South Australia. Innovative 
research and technology is helping to identify new ways 
to produce bioenergy.
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WHATS THE OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU?
As part of the Bioenergy Roadmap we are 
exploring the potential for bioenergy projects in 
regional areas. We engage with local businesses 
and industry groups to investigate potential 
collaboration in providing feedstocks, utilising 
energy outputs and assessing the feasibility of 
options.

Through the Bioenergy Connect program, successful 
applicants can engage with a bioenergy mentor to guide 
them through the conceptual stage of developing a 
project and estimate the financial benefits of applying 
bioenergy technology to their business. This report 
is referred to as the “prefeasibility” and takes into 
account existing feedstock conditions and availability, 
seasonality and supply of feedstock, existing and 
projected energy use by the business. Taking all these 
factors into consideration, the prefeasibility report may 
then outline more than one bioenergy option for the 
applicant’s business. 

Should one of the options be amenable to the business 
and sufficient funding is available, application can 
then be made to progress towards the full feasibility 
assessment stage, whereby matching funds can be 
secured through the Bioenergy Feasibility Fund. 

The best part of this two-stage process is it requires 
very little financial commitment by the business prior to 
learning of the bioenergy potential and potential financial 
gains for their business. It offers an extremely low risk 
approach for businesses to explore bioenergy for the 
first time with potentially large changes to profitability, 
value adding and environmental sustainability of their 
enterprise. 

The Bioenergy Feasibility Fund, is a $25,000 matched 
grant program. and is available for all regions of South 
Australia. It is expected that up to approximately 20 pre-
feasibility studies across the state can be achieved with 
the available Bioenergy Connect funds.


